LETTERS  OF  GERTRUDE  BELL

tween Nejd and Iraq, but also between Nejd and Hejaz and
Trans Jordan. It met on zyth December, 1923, and was in a
fair way to achieve some settlement, at all events between
Iraq and Nejd, when on i4th March, 1924, a very serious
raid by Akhwan, not less than 2,000 Strong, was carried out
upon the Iraq frontier nomads, 186 persons, men, women
and children being killed, and 26,000 sheep and 3,700 donkeys
captured. This aroused such indignation in Iraq that the
conference had to be abandoned.

In the meantime the Cabinet of Abdul Muhsin Beg had
resigned on i6th November, 1923, as a consequence of
differences of opinion with His Majesty King Faisal, leaving
the subsidiary agreements incomplete. Jafar Pasha succeeded
him as Prime Minister and concluded the discussion of the
Agreements subsidiary to the Treaty. They were signed on the
25th March, 1924. The whole Instrument of Alliance was
thus ready for submission to the Constituent Assembly,
which was opened by His Majesty King Faisal on 2yth March,
1924* The month had already been made eventful by the
declaration of King Husain as Khalifa, which enhanced the
prestige of the Hashimite house.

The debates on the Treaty and Agreements in the Consti-
tuent Assembly lasted until loth June, 1924, the issue growing
more and more doubtful as the country deputies fell under
the influence of certain extremist lawyers and coffee-house
politicians of Bagdad. There was much misrepresentation
and some solid ground for dissatisfa&ion in the heavy burdens
imposed on Iraq by the obligation simultaneously to expand
the Army, redeem the capital coSl of the railway and shoulder
a large share of the Ottoman Debt. This difficult position
had been brought about mainly by the cutting down of the
Treaty period from twenty to four years. For whereas, under
the arrangements contemplated in the original Treaty, Iraq
would have been able to expand her army very gradually,
she was now forced into a feverish and moft expensive
programme, with little real hope of being able in so short a
time to produce an army fit for external defence. Moreover,
at the Cairo Conference of 1921, which laid down the original
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